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Tall Pines Tidings
Important Dates
April
1
7
9-10-11
14-18
21
24
26
30
30 & May 1st

Tuition due ~ Late after the 10th
Board meeting 6:30 pm at Round Table Pizza.
Easter Celebrations and Egg Hunt ~ Younger/Older bring 6 hardboiled
uncolored eggs. P/T bring 6 plastic eggs filled with non-candy items.
Spring Break ~ No school
Return to school
Wild Things at 10:30 am ~ All classes are invited. Look for flyer.
Spring clean-up 10 am - 2 pm
Dinner & a Movie on the Tall Pines lawn, Disney’s “Frozen” 6pmish
Farm Trip to Starbright Acres Farm ~ 9:15 am to 11:15 am.

May
1
3
7-8-9
12
15
16
21
21
22
22

No tuition due unless you made arrangements with Business Office
Bike-a-Thon ~ 10:30 am – 1:30 pm
Mother’s Day brunches ~ Moms come back 11:15-12:00 ~ bring piece of fruit
or basket of berries. PT celebration during snack time.
Board meeting at 6:30 pm at school.
General Meeting 7pm at school ~ Board Elections, Budget Approval and School
Evaluations.
PT Classes last day
CCPPNS-SVC Council meeting 6 pm in Woodland
M/W Classes pack up school ~ Children play outside ~ All parents work ~
Pack a lunch for your child.
T/Th Classes meet at Condon Minnie Park on Brighton St. ~ Parents drop off at
9 am. Parents wait for Debby to call back to school to clean ~ All parents work
~ Pick up at 12 noon ~ Bring a lunch for your child.
ICE CREAM SOCIAL 6:00 – 7:30 pm at Tall Pines ~ Bring a topping to share

What a great year!! Thanks to all of you very special people!!

~ Teacher Debby
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Tall Pines Tidings
President’s Message

Tall Pines families can save money at

As the end of the 2013/2014 school year
approaches I find it hard to believe how quickly
time is passing. Watching each other’s children
grow and mature is such an honor.
As my daughter edges closer to her 5th
birthday in a couple of months and readies
herself for kindergarten, it’s hard to keep
emotions under wraps. I’m a proud parent, as
we all are, and even though I’ve been there
once before with my older daughter, it’s just as
magical this time around. I’m excited for the all
kids that are heading off to kindergarten! It
sure to be a huge adventure!
And for the kids that are moving up to the
‘Younger’ side from PT, and on to Teacher
Debby’s ‘Older‘ side, you can bet your kids will
continue to have smiles from ear to ear all year
long!
It’s been a memorable year as Tall Pines’ Board
President, and I thank you for all of your
encouragement, love, and support.
Cheers!
~ Jeanette

Just
Just mention Tall Pines and save $10 on
your next vehicle smog test.
Call Greg at 274274-1533
11641B Nevada City Hwy @ corner of
Joerschke

Recommended by Teacher Debby

GV Smog

Business Office
Happy Spring Everyone! Wow, I can’t believe
we’re nearing the end of the school year ~ it
goes by so fast!! Well, the registration process
for next school year went smoothly ~ thank
you to everyone for turning in your forms and
registration fees!
If you still have contracts and/or payments
that you have not yet turned in, please return
everything to the Business Office as soon as
possible. Remember, you have all summer to
get those medical forms completed. Also, we
still have space available for next year, so
please spread the word while playing at the
park or visiting with friends.
Just a reminder that most of you paid May’s
tuition in February, so unless you made
previous arrangements, April will be your last
tuition check for the year!
Within the coming weeks, I will be placing notes
in cubbies letting you know where you stand on
your account balance. If you have any
questions, please stop by and ask! However, all
accounts need to be settled before we break
for summer.
Thank you again to everyone for all you do for
Tall Pines ~ this truly is a wonderful place for
both kids and adults alike!!
~ Nicole
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Tall Pines Tidings
Be in the moment...smile knowing that
each time you slow down and just "be"
with your child, you are giving them and
yourself the greatest gift of all.
~ Teacher Kelsey

Funds for Tall Pines !!!

From Teacher Kelsey
Happy spring!!
I absolutely cannot believe that it is
already April! The daffodils are in full
bloom along with all the natural beauty
that surrounds us here in Nevada county.
I like to take the time to talk with my kids
about slowing down a little and really
observing the changes around us. It is
very easy to get caught up in the rush and
business of life and miss out on the small
but "mighty" moments that ultimately
come together to create the meaning in
our lives. As we watch a seed transform
into a plant we get to see a life cycle
beginning to end...as we may get caught
up in enjoying the plant, every step in the
process was necessary to achieve the end
result.
Try to use this as a guide when you are
feeling overwhelmed. Take a breath...

Wow, hard to believe this is our last newsletter
of the 2013-2014 school year and Spring is
finally here. The months have flown by and it
seems, so have all our fundraisers! There's only
a few left on our horizon. We hope to finish the
year as strong as it started.
Those who came out to the Spring Benefit sure
helped us welcome the season in style! Thank
you for all who attended and took home
fabulous auction items! We especially want to
thank Chad and Heidi Wingo and the Grass
Valley Elks for their great space and stellar
bartending skills! And our committee who
made this our most successful year yet. Once
all the expenses come in and we know better
how much was raised, we'll provide a progress
report at the next general meeting.
Coming up is our second Dinner and a Movie
Nite, set for April 30th. We will offer a baked
potato bar for $5 a person, or $20 for a family
of up to five. There will also be home-made
treats and popcorn to enjoy for an additional $2
during the movie. Due to its popularity, we will
screen the Disney movie
in your cubby.

!! Flyer

The Bike-a-Thon is May 3rd.
Mark your calendars and get
those bikes and trikes ready.
This day features laps around a
Fairgrounds course, lunch, a
dad's bike race and lots of good
family fun! More details will be coming to
poster boards and cubbies soon.
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All dads should begin practicing
for the “Daddy Tricycle Race”,
a kids’ favorite!
Join us 10:30 am to 1:30 pm
for big fun!
And finally, don't forget the last day
of school Ice Cream Social. Once everything
is packed up and sent out, we gather one last
time to enjoy each other's company and watch
the children run and enjoy the beginning of
summer.
We provide the ice cream, you bring a
topping. Ice Cream Social will be May
22nd at 6 pm, and will feature a raffle
with great prizes.
It is our goal to provide a range of opportunities
for families to support Tall Pines and hopefully
gain a benefit themselves. Everything we do from the Spring Benefit, to bulbs, to Take Out
for Tall Pines - adds up to help us provide
supplies and keep costs down. Thank you for
all you do to support that effort!
~ Katie, Monique and Brett

Kids are Cooking in April & May
April 2 & 3~ Milk, cereal and fruit.
“ 9 & 10~ Easter celebration. Bring hardboiled eggs, uncracked, uncolored.
“ 23 & 24~ Monkey bread & bananas
“ 30 & May 1 Smoothies

May 7 & 8 Mother’s Day brunch bring fruit
“ 14 & 15~Unbirthday days (summer b’days)
“ 21 & 22~ Bring Lunch & Drink (packing up)

2014/2015 Board nominations
President: Stephanie Stadler
Vice Pres: Tanya Telford & Mercedes Ricciardi
Secretary: Debbie Schaffner
Budget/Finance: Brett Bentley
Publicity: Travis Apple
Editor: Jeni Browne
Fundraising: Monique Derenia, Michelle Runkala
& Jamie Thompson
Pizza Booth: Leia Mainguth & Megan Lindsen
Maintenance: Leon Wessinger
SVC Rep: Mary Jane Huenegardt
E-Scrip: Chad Wingo
Class Reps:
M/W/F Older: Rebecca Duff
M/W Younger: Alice Mizer
T/Th Older: Debbie Caddy
T/Th Younger: Claudia Hodskins
PT 1: Selene Haley
PT 2: OPEN
4

Teacher Debby’s Parent Pages
Relation of our Program to Growth
Characteristics
Physical Growth
Independence is “routines” such as
hand washing, taking off and hanging up coats,
and toileting is encouraged. Self-help skills in
feeding such as spreading and pouring are
encouraged.
Much equipment is available to
encourage both large and small motor activity.
Specific teaching of skills is done in response to
the child’s needs and interests. For example,
when a child is stuck on top of a jungle gym,
guide him in discovering how to get unstuck,
rather than just lifting the child down. “Keep
holding on with your hands and reach down
with this foot” (then touch the specified foot).
“I’ll help your foot find the step” (and physically
guide his foot to the right step).
The
program
may
encourage
development of specific skills by the varied
equipment provided, and the way the
environment is organized.
Emotional Growth
Listening, sitting at their level, using
their names, expressing appreciation for their
accomplishments, helping when needed and
encouraging independence, are all things that
promote the child’s sense of self-worth.
Their ability to stay at school without
their mothers; their discovery that there are
other friendly adults who will help them; their
solutions to physical, social an intellectual
problems, will promote independence and selfconfidence for the child.

Respect for the child’s feelings, while
limiting their expression of those feelings, helps
the child learn self-control. You can express
these concepts in many ways: “I know you are
angry that you cannot have that toy right now,
but Billy needs a chance to play with it for a
few minutes before he will be ready to give you
a turn. It’s alright to feel angry but I won’t let
you grab the toy. You will have to wait. Or –
“Sometimes we are afraid of things that make
loud noises. Do you want to watch the fire truck
through the window?” Or – “It is hard to say
goodbye sometimes. I will stay with you while
your mother leaves. Would you like to sit on my
lap until you feel ready to play?”.
Social Growth
Some children need to watch for quite a
while before they are ready to join in. Do not
feel you have to make the child do anything.
Observing is a very real form of social activity:
it is participation; a stepping stone to group
interaction.
Certain areas/activities at school
promote spontaneous group play. We arrange
equipment and provide props to encourage
such play. Our playhouse and dramatic play
settings such as the puppets, fire hat and hose,
block people and animals, are examples of such
areas. Cooperative painting on a large paper
turns a usually solitary activity into a social one.
Physical skill activities such as jumping
off the board, sliding, bean bag tossing, etc.
teach routines for taking turns as well as
physical skill. Negotiation over use of space and
toys in the sand teaches social problem solving.
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The adults’ role is primarily in arranging
the environment. During play, the adult
supervises the observance of a few rules such
as “People aren’t for hitting”, “if you didn’t build
it, you don’t knock it down” and “we take care of
our toys”. The adult also acts as a resource,
suggesting additional equipment or play roles
as the child’s interest indicates. Sometimes the
adult may add words -vocabulary to help the
child enrich their play. For example, “the person
who adds up your groceries is called the
checker” or “Every grocery needs a stocker to
fill the shelves back up after the people buy
things.”
Intellectual Growth
Because children have a need for selfselection, and younger ones need frequent
changes and activity, a variety of activities is
provided. In order for children to be able to
find play spaces independently, a minimum of
one-and-a-half play spaces per child must be
available.
Many opportunities are provided for
children to use language. Enough adults are
present to introduce new words in meaningful
contexts. Child to child talk fosters increasing
fluency and clarity. Language skills are also
developed through music, stories and language
games.
The most effective teaching is done in
response to the child’s needs or interests. We
sometimes encourage these needs and
interests by the materials we provide. The
presence of other children will also be
stimulating to the child.

How has your child grown in these
areas? Write them down here…

~Teacher Debby
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