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Welcome to a New Year
at Tall Pines!

A Letter From the President

August 30 & 31 :: Orientation!
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Meet the Teacher
Labor Day, No School
T/Th Classes First Day of School
M/W Classes First Day of School
PT Classes First Day of School
Board Meeting, 6:30pm
General Meeting, 6:30pm (*new time!)
First Day of Fall

October
6
Movie Night & Chili Cook Off
9
Board Meeting, 6:30pm
18, 19 Pumpkin Patch Fieldtrips
27
Date Night Fundraiser, 5-8pm
27, 30, 31 Halloween Celebrations

Greetings Friends. My name is Leia
Mainguth and I’m the president this year. I have 3
kids. My oldest is a second grader, my middle is
on the older side, and my youngest is in PT. This
marks my sixth year at Tall Pines. To say I am a
fan of this school is an understatement. I love this
place. Tall Pines has been so many things for me
in the last 6 years. The staff and other families
have seen me through the birth of two of my
children. My youngest rolled over for the first time
on Teacher Michelle's circle rug. It is within this
school that I have found my village, my
community during these isolating years of young
children. I found a community that is supportive
and kind. A forum to help understand these little
beings that are ever-changing and growing.

And most of all, I have found sympathetic ears and
shoulders to lean (and sometimes cry) on. My family has
grown here both physically and emotionally.
I believe you get what you put into your
experience. I encourage all of you to reach out to fellow
families. We are all going through these years together.
You may meet friends you'll have for life (I know I
have). Being part of this school means you are part of so
much more. You are not just entwined in your child's
early years but you are entwined in the lives of families
past and present with the school. The staff is passionate
about us, about our kids. I hope you all take advantage
of what this school has to offer. We have made our
commitment to our kids by enrolling, now lets make a
commitment to each other by enjoying all that this
beautiful has to offer.

From The Director
Welcome to another wonderfully insightful,
exciting, and rewarding year of growth and love! My name
is Kelsey Anderson and I am the Director and older side
teacher here at our special school. I began my journey at
Tall Pines in 2010 as a parent of a toddler. Both of my
children went through the program and I was given the
opportunity to find out firsthand that Tall Pines is a
supportive, loving, resourceful and inclusive community. I
have since been a teacher here since 2012 and took on sole
directorship in September 2016. I am humbled and
energized by my interaction with the children, parents, and
grandparents of Tall Pines, past and present.

Simple ways to show
children LOVE
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Compliment your child in front of another adult
Praise their EFFORTS, not just the results
Allow them to be messy
Display their artwork in the home
Completely “tune-in” when they are
talking…refrain from multitasking
Ask for their ideas…the next family vacation or
what’s for dinner
Allow them to be DIFFERENT from you
Tell them the story of their birth…make sure they
are reminded how thankful you are to have them
in your life
Indulge in a special treat
Love them despite their faults…offer them grace
freely and often

A little history of Tall Pines… In the Fall of 1960,
a group of parents in Nevada County decided to start a
parent cooperative nursery school in our community.
Parent Cooperative preschools originated in WWII as many
women wanted to go to work while their husbands were
fighting. They chose to take turns and cooperatively help
care for each others children. Tall Pines was so successful
that first year, it was moved from its initial location to a
small building at the Nevada County Fairgrounds. In 1965,
it moved again to the building we still occupy today.
Tall Pines Nursery School is a community working
for children AND their families. We believe in the natural
rhythm of children and that their inherent curiosity is an
impetus for them to learn. We believe in nurturing critical
thinking and thoughtful problem solving at the preschool
level. We, however, are not a preschool focused on
academic rigor, but the idea that children naturally learn
through play and the PROCESS of play versus the product
that comes from that.
I am really excited to get to know you and your
children throughout this year. Please don’t hesitate to
contact me with any and all questions.
Here we go!!!
Teacher Kelsey

*Adapted from an article by Gayla Grace

Visit Tall Pines Online  Like Us on Facebook  Use Amazon Smile

From The Teachers
Helpful Advice From Teacher Cynthia
Welcome Tall Pines families – new and returning! I am the Tuesday/Thursday younger side teacher
and I am excited to be starting a new school year with our children and families! As a younger side teacher, I
am well aware that separation from parents for 3 hours in a new environment can be challenging, so I am
including the beginning of a good article that may interest you:

Helping Your Preschooler with Separation
Separation (and returning) is a process we go through all of our lives. Though often challenging and
exciting, this growth toward independence can be difficult and stressful, especially for young children.
Parents and teachers working together, showing children they trust and believe in one another, offer a
foundation of support when the world suddenly seems a new and different place.
Some children are more upset by the separation from home than by the new experiences. Other children
become anxious about how to cope all at once with new adults, groups of strange children, and unfamiliar
surroundings. Still others make the transition to the new world with few hesitations.
The rest of this article offers ideas that may help, so if you’d like to read those suggestions, we have
copies available near both sign in sheets, and in the kitchen with Nicole. Enjoy and good luck with the first
days of school!

Love From Teacher Michelle
I am grateful to receive my new little friends and their families as we begin our learning journey together.
The first day of school always gives me a sense of awe and excitement as I never know who will arrive with twinkles
or tears. Whichever preschooler you bring, try to keep your regular morning routine and calm assurance as you add
Tall Pines into your rhythm. I will be at the door receiving you with love.
Summer was wonderful time spent camping and traveling with family and friends. A weekend fitness
conference in Florida, along with a week of Early Childhood Enrichment in Meadow Vista re-energized my passions.
I enjoyed surprise visits in grocery stores and around town and had a special evening with my “Tuck-in and
Storytime” family that included a homemade favorite dessert and brushing teeth together. Life is good!
At Tall Pines Cooperative Preschool, parents are actively involved in their child’s development and
education by working together with the teacher. When parents are away from their child, they want to know their
child is safe, seen, and loved. With 60 years combined teaching experience, our focus is on keeping every child safe,
nurturing their individual emergent self, and loving each child. I look forward to new and old friends connecting and
to the many stories the children will want to share about their lives.
With love,
Teacher Michelle (7 days to Grandma)

From The Office
Reminders From Nicole
Hello everyone, and welcome back to another fun-filled school year at Tall Pines! My name is
Nicole Kiser, and I am the Business Manager here at school. I’m looking forward to meeting all of our new
families at orientation, and catching up with old friends as well. As we settle into the new school year, please
remember to turn in all of your paperwork ASAP. These forms are required by the State of California, and
without your physical forms, TB test, and required immunizations on file, you will NOT be able to work in
your child’s classroom. Additionally, your child will not be able to start school without their physical form
and updated immunization report. Parent-Toddler families have similar requirements ~ please see me if you
have any questions.
Just a reminder, tuition is due the 1st of each month, and is considered late after the 10th. Please
make sure to put your child’s name and class on your check ~ they can be dropped in the black box at my
desk.
Tuition for the 2017-2018 school year is as follows:
u 2 x week = $129 per month
u 3 x week = $194 per month
u PT Classes = $54 per month
If you have any questions at all, please stop by the office ~ I am happy to help in any way that I can! I
feel honored to be working with so many wonderful families and teachers again this year ~ you are what
makes this school such an amazing place!
Here’s to a super fun and exciting school year ~ Nicole

Vote for Tall Pines in the
Parents’ Resource Guide!

Tall Pines is very proud to have won the
Parents' Resource Guide 'Parents Choice'
Award for the past three years!
Voting is open for the 2017 Parents Choice
Award. Please click THIS LINK and vote
for Tall Pines!

Tall Pines is registered with
smile.amazon.com
to help with fundraising. When buying
at Amazon, use our smile link and a
half percent of your total purchase will
go to the school. The prices are the
same if you use it or not, so it’s an easy
way to help out.

Meet Your Class Rep
What does a Class Rep do?
ü Creates and distributes monthly work and snack schedules
ü Communicates school events and activities
ü Acts as a resource for any questions you might have
ü Reps are NOT responsible for finding a sub if you can’t cover your shift

Ashley Nylen, M/W Older
I am the class rep for the older kiddos on Mondays and
Wednesdays. Lukas is my son and this will be our second year at
Tall Pines. We are looking forward to a fun year and especially
looking forward to meeting all of you!

Shawna Campbell, M/W Younger
Greetings fellow Tall Pines families! My name is Shawna. I love
sleep, coffee, and all things Autumn. I am a Teacher by profession,
but am currently a SAHM to my girlies, Grace (3) and Clara (18
mos.). We are looking forward to another precious year of lovely
memories with our Tall Pines friends!

Anne Thorsby, T/Th Older
+ Fun Friday
Jennifer Jones, PT 1
Hello! I am so excited to start a new school year at Tall
Pines. I am the mother of two amazing kids, McQuistan
who is 5 and Harrison who is 18 months. I’m a preschool
teacher, but for now I am enjoying being a stay at home
mom and making memories with my littles. Looking
forward to seeing old friends and making some new ones!

Anne Thorsby is my name, and I am here
To serve as your class rep throughout the year.
If Tuesday/Thursday Older is your place,
And/or you’ve snagged a rare Fun Friday space,
Then, with my daughter, Theo, close at hand,
I’ll try to meet your scheduling demands.
I’m looking forward to my Tall Pines task.
So, if you have a question, please, just ask.
I haven’t been at Tall Pines very long,
And haven’t fully learned that goodbye song.
But I’m convinced that it’s where we fit best
And find that I’m continually impressed.
When not attending to the tasks at hand,
I sing and play synth in an ‘80s band.
I also have a toddler and a spouse
And work as a voice actor from my house.

Tracie VanBemmel, T/Th Younger
My son Noah is in his second year at Tall Pines. My oldest son also went through Tall Pines and is now in second
grade. Wow, time flies! I cannot express enough how much this school allows our children to develop and mature
into the amazing little humans that they are. It gives them the confidence they need to go on to the next journey of
their life. I am so grateful that I get to relive this experience with my little one and I am so excited to share it with
you. Please, never hesitate to ask me any questions you might have!

Pizza Booth
Thank You! From The Pizza Booth Team
Welcome Everyone!
My name is Ashlie Evans and I would like to introduce myself and Brittney Armacher to all our
existing and new families joining Tall Pines. Brittney and I run the pizza booth during the Nevada
County Fair. This was my second year and Brittney’s first in the booth. It was a bit of a struggle to get
the hang of, but we did it together and owe everyone a huge THANK YOU for all your support while
we got our footing. This year will be even better!
Now, let me tell you a little about what the booth IS and DOES. Every year during the fair, with
the help of our amazing Grass Valley Round Table Owner Steve, we transform our kitchen into a pizza
parlor. He brings in his huge oven and Steve and his staff work like crazy to make some seriously
delicious pizza. Without him none of this would be possible. The pizza booth is one of the most
profitable fundraisers we have for our school. As parents, we get to work in the booth and do our
part to help make this a huge success! It really is so much fun being able to spend time with other
families that you might not see every day.
My older son Blane and Brittney’s older son Corbin will be starting the older side with Teacher
Kelsey this year and they are pumped! My younger guy Cooper will be starting PT with Teacher
Michelle and he can't wait to be at the big boy school. We both have a few more years ahead at Tall
Pines and couldn't be happier. We are blessed to be surrounded by such an amazing group.
Huge thank you to Leia and Kelsey for your incredible support! Of course thank you to Steve
for being so thoughtful and contributing so much to our school. We are lucky to have you!
Thank you again to each and every one of you that took time out to come help this amazing
school. Some of you volunteered to work extra shifts and help when we were short on staff – that
was really wonderful. It was such a fun week and I can’t wait to see what this year has in store!!
Ashlie Evans & Brittney Armacher
Pizza Booth Coordinators

A big THANK YOU to all our families who worked in the Pizza Booth! It was a huge
success!! And remember, support our friends at GV Round Table!

